
Day 29:  Thursday June 4 -- Rawlins Wyoming to Colorado Springs Colorado (~295 miles)
The journey from Rawlins to Colorado Springs was another "quiet" one.  First following Interstate 80 east, we then turned south at Laramie on US 287.  The road moves along high plains until shortly after crossing into Colorado, where the plains turn abruptly into canyon lands with Pinion Pines dotting the landscape.  
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Image 5112:  Southern Wyoming Near "The Buttes"
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Image 5121: Ranch Lands in Wyoming, South of Laramie
Eventually we emerged from the foothills at Fort Collins, to join Interstate 25 south.  To our left, the high plains rolled out to a ruler-straight horizon.  To the right, the Rockies marched south toward Pike's Peak.  One of the highlights of the drive as we neared Colorado Springs,  was a passing view of the Air Force Academy.  I had attended a number of technical conferences here in the 1980s.  
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Image 5130:  US Air Force Academy in the Foothills of the Rockies

However, I was briefly startled by an addition to the Academy grounds that I had not seen before.  An early-model B-52 bomber now swoops "at low altitude" toward the main road into the Academy.  For a split second, out of the corner of my eye, it seemed that this hard-stand display was actually moving!
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Image 5128, 5127:  B-52 Bomber "At Low Altitude"
Day 30:  Friday June 5 -- Excursions to Garden of the Gods and Pike's Peak
	It had been over 25 years since I toured the region around Colorado Springs, and Maren had never been here. But I already knew we wanted to see the “Garden of the Gods” in the morning, with the light low in the sky from the east. Our campground was only a mile from the entry to this city park, so we unhitched Tinkerbell and drove Captain Hook up the hill after breakfast. We were well rewarded by a lovely and nearly clear day, with blue skies and a bit of high haze. 

The “Garden” has a nearly unique geology. Located on the lower foothills of Pike's Peak, the main features of the park comprise heavily faulted,  layered sandstone and limestone strata that were buckled and tilted by the same immense lifting forces that raised Pike's Peak itself. Here, however, the “tilting” left some of the strata reaching vertically into the sky, producing saw-tooth formations that resemble and are named for “Cathedral Spires”. In morning light, the red sandstone can generate very sharp shadows.  Shapes seem to “grab” your vision. Even a few steps can subtly change what you are seeing. 

Entering the park on Ridge Road, we stopped at the main south parking area at the trail head for Buckskin Charlie Trail. We and Molly did a gentle loop perhaps a mile in length, through the brush in a central valley of the park. Views of the spires are somewhat different from this vantage point versus from the park road. The trail is also used by horseback riders – a feature which Maren noted as we negotiated our way around piles of fresh horse apples. “Damn – horses here just a little while ago, but none for me to ride,” she muttered to herself. 
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Image 5181: Rows of Up-Lifted Red Sandstone “Teeth” - Pike's Peak Foothills
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Image 5137: Main Formation With “Cathedral Spires” and “Hog Backs”
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Image 5156: Shadows on the Cathedral Spires
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Image 5147: Molly's First Duty is to Sniff Out the Trail.
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Image 5161: A Fellow Named “Jack” Chose Not to Go Nose to Nose...
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Image 5187: Eastern Face of Cathedral Spires From North Parking on the Park Road.
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Image 5191: “Kissing Rocks”.
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Image 5200, 5202: These views of the spires and almost “manicured” trees perhaps best resemble the “garden” for which the area is named.
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Image 5210: Balanced Rock (Left) and Steamboat Rock (Right)
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Image 5214: Balanced Rock, Garden of the Gods, Colorado
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Image 5301: Garden of the Gods From Pikes Peak (long telephoto).

Excursion to Pike's Peak 
Cars can drive to the top of Pikes Peak in the summer -- on a road that “omits the pesky nuisance of guard rails”. The Peak is also reached year-round via cog railway – one of the three such rail systems now operating in America. After a morning spent hiking at Garden of the Gods and shopping for carved bears in Manitou Springs (finally Maren found her bears!), we opted for the three and a half hour rail trip. 
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Image 5223, 5229: Jumbled Boulder Slopes of the Pikes Peak Foothills 
Some of these slopes call to mind paintings by Maren's cousin Ilja Tinfo.
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Image 5250: Much of Pike's Peak is Above Timberline
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Image 5258: Even here, a few animals find natural range, such as Rock Marmots
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Image 5316: Big Horn Sheep ewes as we rolled down the mountain. These animals are tagged to permit management and tracking of the 1,000 or so survivors of this species.
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Image 5260: View from the Pikes Peak summit, southeast across one of several reservoirs that supply Colorado Springs with municipal water.
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